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New Delhi, April 6: It is time for another round of general elections in India and yet again the world's largest democratic exercise sees the concerns of children remaining on the fringes of policy debate. 

India cannot aspire to become a global superpower while it remains far from even remotely meeting any of the key Millennium Development Goals by 2015. "Take for example MDG 2 on universal primary education. The reality in India is that fifty per cent of children drop out of elementary school, which means that we are nowhere on course to achieving this MDG," says Thomas Chandy, CEO, Save the Children India. 

The country is home to 440 million children: one fifths of the world's children live in India. They are the country's future. But one in four children is born into poverty in the country. Save the Children believes that India can only rightfully take its place on the world stage if it takes steps to ensure that the future of its children, and therefore the country, is secure. "We need to address the needs of children NOW. All political parties must make investing in children a national priority and indeed this is critical to ensuring sustainable progress in social and economic productivity," Chandy said. 

Save the Children and its partner NGOs draw attention to the issues that affect the future of India. 

This is the charter of our demands: 

· 1. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge to ensure strict implementation of the Child Labour Prohibition and Regulation Act and bring in necessary amendments in the Act which will abolish all forms of Child Labour up to the age of 14 years. 

· 2. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge for a comprehensive scheme for the effective rehabilitation of children rescued from Child Labour which will include education. 

· 3. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge to end all violence against children and take measures to protect children from abuse, neglect and exploitation by putting in place strong and effective child protection systems. 

· 4. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge to implement schemes and measures in particular to protect street and urban poor children. 

· 5. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge to put in place a comprehensive and inclusive education plan and policy that addresses the needs of the most marginalised children which includes street and working children, children with disabilities, children belonging to SC/ ST and religious minorities, and girls. 

· 6. Save the Children calls all political parties to amend the 86th Amendment on the Fundamental Right to Education to include children from the age of 3-6 years. 

· 7. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge to create a national/state/district child health mission in all States in India as a high priority component of the National Rural Health Mission. 

· 8. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge that health facilities providing maternal and child health services conform to Indian Public Health Standards. Every district hospital and Community Health Centre must have a full-time paediatrician. 

· 9. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge that every elected representative will ensure that primary health centres and district hospitals are adequately stocked with essential drugs. 

· 10. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge to make Child Protection in Emergencies a key priority in plans at the Central, State, district, block and panchayat levels as children are the most vulnerable in the event of a natural disaster. 

· 11. Save the Children calls all political parties to pledge to include issues of children, especially those from marginalised communities, in the Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

Notes to Editors: 

Save the Children is India's leading independent child rights organisation delivering immediate and lasting changes in the lives of thousands of children in the country. 

· Around 120 million children live in poverty in the country. 

· One in 3 babies in the world who die before they are 4 weeks old is from India. 

· Close to 44 per cent of children below the age of 5 are malnourished in India 

· Almost 13 million children below the age of 14 are employed as child labour. 

· More than 50 per cent of those affected in natural calamities are children. 

For more information and interviews, please contact Priya Subramanian, Media and Communications Manager, at 9999 269395 

Please visit our website http://www.savethechildren.in/ or email to us at info@savethechildren.in 
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