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Six months after one of the worst floods in Bihar in more than half a century, getting back to school remains the biggest challenge for more than 20,000 children in districts where Save the Children works. The organisation fears that the number of children out of regular school could be much higher across the State. 

Most will not be able to resume regular, full-time education for at least another six months simply because their schools, which were either destroyed completely or damaged extensively, haven't been rebuilt yet, the aid organisation found. Instead, many children now receive education in the outdoors, or, at best in makeshift structures. 

Five million people were affected when the Kosi overflowed last August after an embankment in neighbouring Nepal was breached. Around one million people were evacuated and close to three million people were displaced by the floods -- more than half of those displaced were children, especially under 5. Hundreds of schools were destroyed. 

Save the Children is currently providing 20,000 children with non-formal education in 250 shelters - known as child friendly spaces - it set up after the floods. 

The organisation hopes this will reduce the number of children who drop out of school completely and end up working as child labour. 

The child friendly spaces also reduce the risk of children being trafficked for work - which normally increases after natural disasters - and gives them somewhere to seek refuge if the area floods again. During the floods in 2007, 2500 children were reported to have been trafficked. In this context, Save the Children is concerned by recent media reports about a rise in the number of children being trafficked after the floods last year. 

Thomas Chandy, CEO, Save the Children in India, said: "Bihar, which is one of the poorest states in India, has made rapid progress in the last two years in providing education for its children but the floods have unravelled this good work. Bihar needs to redouble its efforts to overcome this setback otherwise we risk the scenario where in the absence of proper schools and effective child protection mechanisms, children will be rendered vulnerable to exploitation and trafficking. 

"These children have suffered so much already, many of them are still traumatised by having to flee for their lives when the floods came and many of them lost friends or family. We want the government to rebuild schools and implement quickly its plan of action to prevent trafficking."  

Notes to editors: 

· Bihar is one of the poorest states in India with low socio-economic indicators. Some 38% per cent of the 82 million people living there are illiterate and 61 in every 1,000 children do not live to see their fifth birthday.    

· 2,528 villages in 18 districts were affected by the floods 

· Save the Children provided emergency aid to more than 10,000 families in Bihar. 

· Save the Children is still working in four districts in Bihar. 

Save the Children, India, is an independent member of the International Save the Children Alliance. We fight for children's rights and deliver immediate and lasting improvements to children's lives in India 

For more information and interviews, please contact Priya Subramanian, Media and Communications Manager at 0091-99 9926 9395/99 5836 6145 or email a.subramanian@savethechildren.in 

Please visit our website http://www.savethechildren.in/ or email to us at info@savethechildren.in 


[image: image1.png]