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Save the Children today warned G20 leaders that an extra 10 million children are now malnourished because of world food price rises. And an additional 400,000 children could die by the end of the year as a result of the global financial collapse, the aid agency said. 

The international charity is warning that millions of children could go hungry due to the impact of the credit crunch on developing countries, combined with continuing high food prices that mean the world's poorest families cannot feed their children properly. 

Around 3.5 million children die a year because of malnutrition. In India alone, one million children's lives could be saved every year if they were not malnourished. The economic global downturn could kill another 2.8 million more children around the world before 2015; the target set by many of the G20 leaders to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger around the world.

Shireen Vakil Miller, Save the Children's Director of Advocacy and Policy said: "The biggest impact of this global economic slowdown is on children in the poorest countries.

"More malnutrition means more needless child deaths and more children growing up with poorly developed brains and bodies. The impact of food prices has already set back the limited progress that has been made to tackle child malnutrition, and the financial crisis means even more children will go hungry.

"Leaders of the richest countries meeting this week in London must look beyond their own backyard and understand that the crisis that they have helped create will not only damage livelihoods in their own countries, it will destroy lives in the rest of the world."

Mrs. Miller said that a global economic recovery plan will not succeed if the needs of developing and low income countries are not addressed.

In stark contrast, Save the Children research has demonstrated that every five per cent reduction in a country's child mortality rate leads to a one per cent increase in that country's GDP.

"Saving a child's life should be an end in itself," said Shireen Miller," but there is also a powerful, recession-busting investment case to be made in spending our money on poor and hungry children.

If G20 leaders put children's lives at the heart of their decisions in London this week, they will be doing the right thing - and doing themselves a favour."
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Notes to Editor: 

Save the Children is the leading independent child rights organization that fights for children's rights and delivers immediate and lasting improvement to children's lives in over 120 countries around the world. 

Please visit our website http://www.savethechildren.in/ or email to us at info@savethechildren.in 

Don't let India's children down, says Save the Children 

6 April, New Delhi: This World Health Day, Save the Children reminds the government to keep its commitment to reduce child mortality by two-thirds by 2015. 

Two million children die every year in India. Over 60 % die in the first 28 days of birth. The majority of these die of diseases we know how to stop - diarrhoea, pneumonia, malaria, measles and pre and post natal complications. Over half of these deaths could be avoided if children were better nourished, a large segment of which could be reduced if anemia in women was tackled and immediate and exclusive breastfeeding was ensured 

India is faring worse than neighbouring Bangladesh that made enormous reductions in child mortality over the past few years. To deliver on its commitments, India must reduce the number of child deaths to 30/1000 from the current rate of 57/1000. 

"Already far past the mid point mark to the deadline for these goals, India is lagging dangerously behind its commitments. This is outrageous when these deaths can be easily averted," says Shireen Vakil Miller, Director Advocacy and Policy, Save the Children India 

Here are some of the shocking facts on India's health indicators: 

· 2 million children die under five in India each year. This accounts for 22% of all children dying around the world. 

· 1 out of every four children in the world, who die under the age of one, is an Indian 

· One out of three malnourished children is in India. Almost half of all children in India are malnourished 

· More than 65% of the child deaths in India happen in just 5 states: Rajasthan. Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa. 

· Over half of all pregnant mothers give birth without skilled birth attendants. 

"Thanks to investment by the government in their National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) and Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), we have the means to save millions of lives. In the run up to our elections, politicians must find the political will to make these well-meaning policies deliver effectively for children once and for all" adds Miller. 

Miller continues: "Access to primary health care still remains a distant dream for millions of mothers and children who remain the underbelly of India's burgeoning growth. 

"Our government has made promises to our children. Let‘s make sure they keep them." 

 To help save children's lives, please go to www.savethechildren.in/india/donate or SMS 'SAVE' to 55050  
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