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Following the recent incident  in southern state of Tamil Nadu, of the teacher killing her pupil and hiding the body in the water tank, Save the Children condemned corporal punishment in strong words. 

"How many more times can stories like these happen before a ban is called for once and for all against corporal punishment in all schools?, Schools should enforce mechanisms to ensure that all children have access to a safe, protective and healthy learning environment" says Shireen Miller, Policy and Advocacy Director of Save the Children India  

"As a study we conducted with the Ministry of Women and Child Development (2007) shows, two out of every three children in India suffer physical abuse from their teachers at school. One of the key reasons for these shockingly high figures is due to a lack of legislative guarantee, which ensures safety against such abuse of children in schools,"  adds Miller. 

The study also indicated that the high incidence of corporal punishment in schools shows an absence of use of alternative/positive disciplining techniques by teachers. Consultation with children as a part of the study and other studies have shown that corporal punishment is the key reason for most dropping out of schools. 

Although the government has issued instructions to states to stop its use in schools and the National Policy on Education (1986, modified 1992) states that "corporal punishment will be firmly excluded from the educational systems" There is no national prohibition in law of corporal punishment in schools. 

In December 2000, the Delhi High Court ruled that provisions for corporal punishment in the Delhi School Education Act (1973) were inhumane and detrimental to the dignity of children, but only seven states/territories have prohibited corporal punishment in schools and it still continues unchecked. 

"If we are to tackle this problem, we must take a firmer stance. Teachers, such as the one in this school, must be immediately struck off the teaching register if found abusing their positions and their acts must be treated as criminal offences," says Shireen Miller. 

"And parents must speak out at any signs of an abuse of power by teachers in their children's schools to show that we no longer tolerate this sort of behavior," adds Miller. 

Save the Children calls for formal laws banning corporal abuse in schools that must be applied quickly and monitored. 
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Notes to Editor: 

Save the Children is the leading independent child rights organization that fights for children's rights and delivers immediate and lasting improvement to children's lives in over 120 countries around the world. 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted in 1989 underpins standards to be adhered to by all signatories in securing the best interest of the child and outlines fundamental rights of children including protection from any form of mental or physical violence. 

Please visit our website http://www.savethechildren.in/ or email to us at info@savethechildren.in 


[image: image1.png]